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Resolution of the Round Table 

“Nutrient recycling strategy and transition  

to environmentally friendly agriculture  

for harmoniously developing rural areas. 

MANURE Standards project Meeting”  
 

in the frame of 

XIX INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM "BALTIC SEA DAY" 

 

Moderators:  Susanna Kaasinen, HELCOM 

Vladislav Minin, Interregional Public Organization "Society for Assistance of Sustainable 
Rural Development" (IPO SASRD) 

Number of participants: 43 
 

Representatives of Russian Federation, Germany, Sweden, Finland as well as Helsinki 
Commission, in total 43 persons, took part in the Round Table. Among them there were representatives 
of regional governments (Committee for Agroindustry and Fisheries Complex of Leningrad Region; 
General Administration of Agriculture and State Technical Supervision of the Pskov Region); research 
institutions, universities, NGO and producers of organic fertilizers (LLC «BIOZEM»). 

The participants of the Round Table noted that its meeting was taking place immediately after 
the HELCOM Ministerial meeting that was held on March 6, 2018 in Brussel.  

Susanna Kaasinen, HELCOM project manager underlined that the Ministerial Meeting decided to 
elaborate by 2020 Baltic Sea Regional Strategy on Nutrient Recycling and include possible nutrient 
recycling measures to the update of Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021. 

Some possibilities and challenges for nutrient recycling in Russia were presented and discussed in 
the session. One of the challenges e.g. in large poultry farms is that there is not enough field to spread 
the manure and it becomes a cost and a waste. 

The participants of the Round Table noted the intensive work carried out by the Committee for 
the Agro-Industrial and Fisheries Complex of the Leningrad Region on the transition to environmentally 
sound management of agricultural production. 

As the second part of the Round table, the national kick-off event of the project № R057 of the 
BALTIC INTERREG Program with title “Advanced manure standards for sustainable nutrient management 
and reduced emissions” (Manure Standards) was held to continue the discussion on the topic of nutrient 
recycling. The main output of MANURE STANDARDS is new, transnationally equal manure tools to be 
used by the target groups in enhancing practical manure management and use, and in providing 
comparable data for manure-related policy instruments. 

These tools will be based on updated and refined experimental data on manure obtained 
because of the project. 

The Round table participants concluded that the results of the project would allow clarifying the 
nutrient content of manure at all stages, which in turn will determine the loss at each stage and outline 
measures to reduce them. 

The participants of the Round Table highly appreciated the presented results of scientific 
research, technological proposals and noted the need for wider implementation of international 
projects on the transition to environmentally sound agriculture and the formation of a healthy rural area 
and the dissemination of results in the Baltic Sea region. 
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Participants of the round table came to the following conclusions: 
 

1. To appeal to the international and governmental organizations of the Baltic Sea region with a 
proposal to consider the possibility of providing greater coordination between the governmental 
and municipal bodies, scientific and educational organizations of all countries of the region on 
sustainable development of rural areas, and overcoming emerging risks: climate change, 
aggravation of environmental problems , Economic crises, etc. and to participate  actively in the 
Baltic Sea Regional Strategy on Nutrient Recycling preparation and implementation.  

2. To appeal to the legislative bodies and governments of the regions of the North-West Federal 
District with a proposal to find, within the framework of improving the regional regulatory and 
legal framework, opportunities for supporting environmentally sound agricultural production 
and implementation of nutrients recycling and appropriated environmental actions in rural 
areas.  

3. Apply to the Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation with a proposal to include in the 
Federal Program for the Development of Agriculture a mechanism for financing environmental 
projects of agricultural enterprises.  

4. To  Support the activities of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation and the 
Institute of Agroengineering and Environmental Problems of Agricultural Production to develop 
the BREF for Poultry and Pig Breeding and considers it necessary, after the approval of the 
handbook, to create conditions for the widest possible familiarization of agricultural producers 
with it. Also, it would be useful to consider the need to switch to BAT in cattle breeding.  

5. To apply to the government of the Leningrad region with a proposal, in order to combat 
eutrophication of the Baltic sea, to find opportunities for a more even distribution of manure and 
its products on agricultural lands of the region. To consider the aerobic biofermentation 
technology, which was tested at the territory of ZAO "Agrocomplex Oredezh" within the 
framework of the pilot project of Biozem LLC, to be a priority for the decontamination of 
manure.  To recommend agricultural producers the use of highly effective new generation 
composts to increase crop yields as a real contribution to the recovery of the Baltic Sea 
ecosystem.  

6. To apply to the Ministry of agriculture of the Russian Federation with a proposal on the need to 
update the Russian standards that are used in the calculation of the yield and composition of 
manure at present, using the results to be obtained in the project "Manure standards".  

7. To address to partners of the Manure standards project with the offer to inform more widely on 
the course of implementation of the project and its results both authorities, and wide circles of 
agricultural producers. 

8. To propose to the Government of St. Petersburg, Leningrad and other regions of the North-West 
Federal District to identify and to implement actions to support the production and consumption 
of organic products. 

9. To consider it expedient to hold the next International Environmental Forum "Baltic Sea Day" in 
March 2019, with the inclusion of a roundtable on the development of environmentally sound 
agriculture and livelihoods in rural areas. 

10. At a subsequent International Environmental Forum, it would be desirable to present the results 
of the environmental projects carried out under the Cross-Border Cooperation Program.  

 


